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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the history of reformist thought in Iran, Sheikh Hadi Najmabadi
stands out as a prominent figure who approached religious and social
issues of the Qajar era with a rationalist and critical perspective. Amid
the intellectual and political transformations of the 19th century, he
conceptualized reason as a tool for distinguishing truth from
falsehood, inseparable from faith, and employed it to critique
superstition, intellectual rigidity, and traditional power structures. His
seminal work, Tahrir al-Ugala, exemplifies the effort to integrate
tradition with rationality, explicating the role of reason in
understanding Islamic law and organizing social life.

This study aims to examine the concept of rationality in Najmabadi’s
political thought based on the content of Tahrir al-Ugala. The main
research problem concerns how rationality is articulated within the
historical-social context of the Qajar period and its relationship to
intellectual and political reforms. The central research question is: What
are the characteristics and dimensions of rationality in Sheikh Hadi
Najmabadi’s thought, particularly as presented in Tahrir al-Ugala, and
how can it be interpreted within critical theoretical frameworks?

2. Literature Review

Previous studies on Najmabadi have largely focused on his reformist
role or his position in Constitutional thought. Some research has
analyzed concepts such as reason, jurisprudence, and justice in his
works, but few studies have specifically examined Tahrir al-Ugala
using Skinner’s theoretical framework. Consequently, this study
adopts a qualitative content analysis approach to provide a more
nuanced reconstruction of rationality in Najmabadi’s thought.
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3. Methodology

This research employs qualitative content analysis guided by Skinner’s
historical-interpretive discourse methodology. Data were collected
through an in-depth study of Tahrir al-Ugala and analyzed across three
levels: the author’s intent, key concepts, and discursive-historical
context. The primary focus was on reconstructing the historical-social
meaning of concepts and identifying Najmabadi’s model of rationality.
The methodological steps include:

o Data collection: Library-based collection of primary texts
(Tahrir al-Ugala) and complementary sources on Najmabadi’s
thought and the Qajar era.

o Data analysis: Examination at three analytical levels—
authorial intent, key concepts, and historical-social context—
designed to reconstruct both conceptual and linguistic acts.

« Research instruments: Qualitative coding and categorization
of extracted concepts using open and axial coding techniques.

o Validity and reliability: Ensured through cross-referencing
historical sources and similar texts; reliability reinforced via
multi-stage review and comparison with existing scholarship on
Najmabadi.

This procedure allowed for the reconstruction of rationality in
Najmabadi’s thought not only textually but also in relation to the
author’s intent and historical context.

4. Findings
4.1 Descriptive Findings

e The term "reason" appears over 300 times, indicating its
centrality in the text.

o Concepts such as jurisprudence, ijtihad, justice, consultation,
and despotism are analyzed in relation to reason.

o The text is logically structured, reflecting the author’s
methodological precision.
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4.2 Analytical Findings

Authorial intent: Najmabadi seeks to present critical religious
rationality as a tool to redefine political and religious
legitimacy.

Core concepts: He elevates reason from an individual cognitive
tool to a foundation for socio-political legitimacy and
reinterprets ijtihad, justice, consultation, and despotism.
Historical-discursive context: Under Qajar despotism and
traditional jurisprudential dominance, Tahrir al-Ugala emerges
as a critical linguistic act confronting both traditionalist and
despotic discourses.

4.3 Inferential Findings

5.

Level 1 (Authorial intent): Constructing reformist religious
rationality to critique political authority and traditional
jurisprudence.

Level 2 (Conceptual acts): Reinterpretation of reason, ijtihad,
justice, consultation, and despotism with critical and innovative
functions.

Level 3 (Discursive context): Responding to political
despotism and religious conservatism by creating an alternative
discourse based on rationality, justice, and freedom.

Final model of rationality: Historical, interpretive, political,
and critical rationality aimed at reforming tradition and
critiquing power structures.

Discussion and Conclusion

Rationality is a foundational concept in the humanities and political
sciences, which, despite extensive attention since ancient Greece,
lacks a unified definition. Whereas many Western theories emphasize
its instrumental and material dimensions, Islamic thinkers such as
Sheikh Hadi Najmabadi have articulated rationality in close connection
with religion and politics. In Tahrir al-Ugala, Najmabadi presents
reason not merely as a cognitive instrument but as a conceptual and
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political act, inseparable from monotheism and distinct from Western
instrumental rationality.

The findings, based on Skinner’s historical-interpretive discourse
approach, reveal that religious rationality in Najmabadi’s thought is
multidimensional and discursive, intertwined with monotheism, justice,
and public welfare, and capable of serving as a tool for legitimate
critique of governance, structural reform, and innovative social-
political thought. Consequently, a discourse of critical religious
rationality emerges, positioning religion as a source of justice and
freedom, and rationality as a means for religious and social reform.
Unlike purely instrumental approaches, Najmabadi considers
rationality both epistemically and practically foundational, to be
applied across all social and political spheres.

Skinnerian analysis indicates that Najmabadi’s thought constitutes an
effort to reproduce epistemic authority through the linguistic reform of
religious concepts and to dismantle the dominance of epistemic and
political despotism. The extracted model of rationality possesses four
key features:

1. Historical: Developed within the context of texts, tradition, and
historical circumstances.

2. Interpretive: Meaning arises from interaction with tradition
and the author’s intent.

3. Political: Plays a central role in redefining the relationship
between religion and power.

4. Critical: Aims to critique traditions and authoritarian structures
and facilitate reform.

Overall, in Najmabadi’s thought, rationality underpins governance and
social discourse. Governments should be grounded in rationality,
justice, and public welfare. In Tahrir al-Ugala, rationality serves to
critique legitimate authorities, confront despotism, and redefine
jurisprudence and ijtihad. Najmabadi positions reason as a tool for
protecting citizens’ rights and advancing reforms—a perspective that
significantly influenced the Constitutional Movement and subsequent
intellectual-political developments in Iran, providing a model for
establishing a just and progressive society.
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