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. Introduction

Reza Shah, the founder of the Pahlavi dynasty, implemented numerous anti-
religious and anti-clerical measures during his 16-year reign. Following his
departure from the country in September 1941 and the ascendance of
Mohammad Reza Shah, the political climate of that era, characterized by
increased openness, allowed religious movements and groups to re-enter
the political, social, and cultural spheres of Iranian society. These groups
demanded the repeal of Reza Shah's stringent religious policies and sought
changes in the religious policies of the new government. This situation
compelled Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, whose power base had not yet
been firmly established, to adopt a new religious policy and behavior in
accordance with the country's circumstances. Consequently, understanding
the nature of Mohammad Reza Shah's actions and strategic policies in the
religious domain is crucial, as they significantly influenced the direction and
emergence of certain transformations within Iranian society during the early
years of his reign. Given this importance, the fundamental aim of this
research is to examine and analyze the religious and spiritual behavior of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi during the first twelve years of his rule

Y. Literature Review

In various sources, there is a scattered collection of information regarding
the religious and spiritual behavior of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi during
the years 1953-1941 (Sh). Despite the existence of various disparate
studies on this topic, there has yet to be a separate research work that
independently examines the religious-spiritual behavior of Mohammad Reza
Shah during the first twelve years of his reign. Therefore, the difference
between the present study and previous research is that earlier studies have
only touched upon the subject in a fragmented and scattered manner,
whereas this research aims to comprehensively and independently
investigate and analyze this topic by examining various sources and
documents.
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3.Methodology

This research is a historical research that was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method and the data collection method is a
documentary-library type; therefore, the statistical population relies
on official and unofficial documents related to the religious and
religious behavior of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi between the
years of 1320-1332 AH. and an attempt has been made to present a
narrative of the aforementioned subject by citing existing sources
and documents.

4.Data collection:

The practical manifestations of the religious and spiritual behaviors of
Mohammad Reza Shah during the years 1941 to 1953 (Sh) are evident in five
aspects, which are as follows:

1. Participation in religious ceremonies and pilgrimage to sacred sites.

2. Incorporation of religious subjects into the educational curriculum of
schools and hiring of clerics to teach these subjects.

3. Establishing close connections with scholars and clergy and
providing resources for their outreach efforts.

4. Abolishing the strict religious laws of the Reza Shah era.

5. Promoting the belief in divine support from God and His saints for
himself and his government.

5.Discussion and Conclusion

This research has sought to examine and analyze the religious and
religious behaviors and policies of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi
between 1320 and 1332. How and the philosophy of these behaviors are
examined and analyzed. What can be gained from the findings of this
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research is that Mohammad Reza Shah did not have a strong power and
position in the affairs of the country during the mentioned years due to
the occupation of the country by foreigners and the influence of
superpowers in Iran, the high power of the parliament and political
parties, the prevalence of civil and political freedoms, and the formation
of a great national movement in the oil industry. During this period, he
resorted to policies, tools, and methods of existence to advance and
implement his plans. One of the key levers that Mohammad Reza Shah
sought help from during this period was religion. He has been aware of
the power and potential of religion and its agents to deal with Iran's
internal and external crises, so during this period, by adopting a policy
of religious tolerance, he made a good effort to use the power of religion
and its forces to overcome the existing crises through the royal and state
institutions. He has different behaviors for an important religion in this
regard and shows that it is necessary to participate in religious
ceremonies, celebrations and occasions, visit religious places, adhere to
the strict religious laws of the first Pahlavi era, by including religious
lessons in school curricula, have close contact with scholars and
religious figures, and have religious beliefs and propaganda. It is the
care and attention of God and God's saints. During this period, the
religious community of Iran also looked at the religious behavior and
policy of Mohammad Reza Shah with a different perspective from the
first Pahlavi, due to the fear of social disintegration, the dominance of
communist ideas, and the threat to the territorial integrity of the country.
In some cases, it supported it. Regarding the reason for the tolerant
religious policy and behavior by Mohammad Reza Pahlavi over time,
the most important need must be understood from the more or less
religious beliefs hidden in the personality of Mohammad Reza Shah,
which are rooted in the atmospheree of Iranian society and childhood
beliefs, the lack of power of the institution of sovereignty, the troubled
situation and the beginning of the country's embodied political and
social crisis, eliminating the need for an increase in the foundation. The
power of the Pahlavi dynasty, taking help from the potential of religion
and its guardians to preserve the territorial integrity and social cohesion
of Iran, the effort to continue and survive the institution of monarchy
by introducing the monarchy as a sacred institution, and finally
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understanding the dissatisfaction and anger of the Iranian religious
community with God and the anti-religious and religious policies of the
first Pahlavi.

Keywords: Mohammad Reza Shah, Pahlavi, religious behavior, 1920s,
clergy
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