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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Islamic world today faces a complex identity crisis rooted,
on the one hand, in the manufactured reproduction of Jahiliyyah
(Ignorant Age) Pride via divisive nationalist and ethnic discourses,
and on the other hand, in the strategic fragmentation efforts of
hegemonic powers. This false reality-making, which conceals primary
threats like Zionism and highlights artificial conflicts such as the Shia-
Sunni or Arab-Ajam divide, poses a significant security challenge to the
Unified Ummah" (Islamic Nation). In this context, re-reading
fundamental Islamic texts to extract action-oriented doctrines becomes
strategically vital. The Verse of Dignity (Al-Hujurat: 13) plays a
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pivotal role; originally an immediate response to Jahiliyyah arrogance
during early Islam, this verse transcends a mere ethical principle in the
political discourse of Ayatollah Khamenei, evolving into the theoretical
foundation for a political doctrine aimed at Islamic unity and cohesion.
This research aims to analyze the process and exegetical
methodology governing this transition, testing the hypothesis that the
doctrine-making process from the Verse of Dignity is achieved through
a Strategic Re-reading Method. This method involves re-
contextualizing the verse in the contemporary environment (identifying
global arrogance as Modern Jahiliyyah). By elevating the traditional
concept of Taqwa (Piety) to the political foundation of Revolutionary
Dignity, the classical function of the verse—refuting hereditary pride—
is transformed into a tool for establishing the identity of a 'Resistant
Unified Ummabh.
Research Question(s)

1. What are the dimensions of the classical semantic framework of
the Verse of Dignity in the exegetical tradition? 2. By what Strategic
Re-reading methodology does Ayatollah Khamenei's discourse activate
the political-security capacities of this verse? 3. How does this
strategic re-reading culminate in the construction of the Doctrine of
Resistant Unity based on the concepts of Unified Ummah and
'Hablullah' (Rope of God)?

2. Literature Review

The exegetical literature, from early to contemporary scholars, has
provided rich explanations of the verse's implications. Regarding the
phrase Indeed, We created you from male and female, two main
views exist: the more common view links it to Adam and Eve, defining
unity in historical origin as the basis of innate human equality; the
second view interprets it as absolute parents, emphasizing unity in the
creation process. Deeper analyses, focusing on the material and lowly
origin of creation (sperm and clay), render any form of pride
meaningless from a 'philosophical-existential perspective. Furthermore,
all commentators agree on Ta'aruf (mutual recognition) as the purpose
for "and made you into nations and tribes.”” However, the
predominant function of these studies remains within the scope of
‘conceptual and historical explanation' and does not address the key
question of what this verse accomplishes in a contemporary political
context.
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Contemporary political studies have explored the dimensions of
unity and the Ummah concept in Khamenei's thought; for instance,
some research highlights the distinction between ‘Ummah’ and
‘Nation" and the priority of the supra-national Ummah identity, while
others point to components such as enemy identification and the
rejection of hegemonic dominance as mechanisms for realizing the
‘Unified Ummah.’

Nevertheless, no independent research has specifically analyzed
the process of 'doctrine-making® from the Verse of Dignity as the
Quranic foundation of this unifying discourse. This study fills this
theoretical gap, moving from ‘content description’ to "process analysis,"
utilizing the theoretical framework of 'Strategic Re-reading.” This
approach functions by identifying a ‘'contemporary occasion of
revelation' that parallels the historical context, re-signifying the verse's
key concepts for confronting an objective challenge, and transforming
them into tools for threat diagnosis and the formulation of an action-
oriented doctrine.

3. Methodology

This research is qualitative, based on the descriptive-analytical
method, and utilizes the tools of ‘Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)".
This approach allows the researcher to critically analyze and explain
the mechanisms by which a Quranic principle is transformed into a
political doctrine.

Data Collection: Data was collected using a systematic
notetaking tool from two separate populations: the Exegetical Corpus
(a targeted sample of over thirty key Shia and Sunni exegeses
representing main interpretive trends) and the Discursive Corpus (all
public statements by Ayatollah Khamenei from 1989 to 2024. A
concentrated sample consisting of 48 texts with the highest conceptual
density and covering diverse discursive contexts was selected for in-
depth analysis).

Data Analysis Process: The analysis was conducted in three
stages based on the qualitative content analysis method (open, axial,
and selective coding):

1. Thematic Analysis of the Exegetical Tradition: Exegetical
raw data were coded to extract the main categories of the classical
framework (e.g., '"Prophetic Political Action' against manifestations of
tribalism and the "Theoretical Deconstruction of Superior Lineage’
through the three-layered argument of unity in creation).
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2. Discourse Analysis of Statements: Discursive data were coded
to reveal the key concepts and their relationships in the contemporary
discourse (e.g., the correspondence between the pattern of tribal pride
and the contemporary enemy's strategy (US/Zionism), termed ‘Modern
Jahiliyyah," and the re-signification of Tagwa as a criterion for socio-
political competence under the title ‘Revolutionary Dignity").

3. Comparative Analysis and Process Explanation: The results
from the two previous stages were compared with the 'Strategic Re-
reading' framework to demonstrate how the examined discourse re-
creates 'Prophetic Political Action' to confront ‘Modern Jahiliyyah' and
constructs a coherent political doctrine.

4. Results

The main findings of the research are summarized in two
interconnected logics: the 'Logos of Refutation' and the 'Logos of
Establishment." In the Refutational Logos, the Verse of Dignity
completely deconstructs the legitimacy of any superiority based on race
or lineage. This deconstruction is grounded in the concrete critique of
Jahiliyyah social structures (manifested in the occasions of revelation
and analyzed as "Prophetic Political Action®) and the presentation of a
fundamental anthropological principle based on the unity of creation’s
origin, which theoretically uproots all forms of pride. Historical events
such as Bilal al-Habashi's call to prayer, the story of Salman al-Farsi,
and the kafa'a (compatibility) in the marriage of Abu Hind demonstrate
that the verse was an interventionist tool in social status and power
relations, aimed at dismantling the value system based on inherent and
non-achievable criteria. The theoretical deconstruction is completed
with the three-fold argument of unity in historical origin (Adam and
Eve), unity in the creative process (absolute parents), and unity in the
lowly material origin (sperm and clay), thus sealing off all avenues for
justifying superiority.

The analytical process of the research shows that the key concept
of "Modern Jahiliyyah' was extracted through systematic coding of the
statements. This concept, acting as the contemporary occasion of
revelation for the verse, is constructed by applying the pattern of
Jahiliyyah Pride' to the divisive strategy of global arrogance
(US/Zionism), turning the verse into a ‘diagnostic tool" for exposing
the enemy's strategy.



| Lé)cﬁn\ic:‘jymjriﬁ.ng%a&

Table 1 Sample Process of Extracting the Classical Framework from

Exegetical Data
Analytical
Dimension

Diverse
Excerpts
from
Exegetical
Texts (Raw
Data

Open
Coding
(Initial
Concepts)

Axial Coding
(Conceptual
Category)

Historical- The Refutation Prophetic
Political incident of of racial Political Action
Refutation Bilal's call superiority,  against multiple
to prayer; confronting  manifestations of
Thabit ibn personal tribalism
Qays's humiliation,
reproach; breaking
The story of = class taboo
Salman al-
Farsi; Abu
Hind's
marriage.
Anthropological = ‘from Unity in  Theoretical
Refutation male and  historical Deconstruction
female' origin, unity = of 'Superior
means in the Lineage'
Adam and creation through the
Eve; means | process, three-layered
absolute unity in the  argument of
parents; insignificant | unity in creation
means from | material
the lowly origin
material of
sperm.

5. Discussion

The core discussion focuses on how the process of Strategic Re-

reading activates the verse's political-security capacities. This process
operates through two main mechanisms: 1. Re-contextualization of
the Verse: The pattern of Jahiliyyah Pride (historical occasion of
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revelation) is mapped onto the divisive strategy of the contemporary
enemy (Modern Jahiliyyah). 2. Re-signification of Tagwa: The
traditional concept of Taqwa is elevated from a merely individual and
ethical matter to a socio-political foundation for establishing
governmental competence. In this view, Taqwa is manifested in
objective actions such as justice-seeking, anti-corruption, and rejection
of elitism, which is formulated in this research as ‘Revolutionary
Dignity."'

Consequently, the classical function of the verse in refuting
hereditary pride transforms into a diagnostic tool for exposing the
divisive enemy. By re-defining dignity around Revolutionary Tagwa,
the ground is prepared for establishing a new value system. This system,
by moving beyond ascribed identities (ethnic/racial) to achieved
identity (Tagwa/good deeds), establishes unity not as an ethical
recommendation but as an active and resistant doctrine against
security threats and fragmentation.

6. Conclusion
The final outcome of the research is the explanation of the process
that transforms the Verse of Dignity into an identity-building doctrine
with a dual function: a defensive shield against fragmentation and a
driving engine for the establishment of the 'Resistant Unified
Ummabh." This doctrine provides the necessary Quranic foundation for
a discourse of unity in which Islamic cohesion is built not upon blood
and geographical criteria, but upon the sublime criterion of Tagwa (in
its political and revolutionary sense). Its ultimate goal is organizational
confrontation with the pattern of Modern Jahiliyyah (global arrogance).
Thus, the Verse of Dignity, in this discourse, is elevated from a classic
ethical principle to the theoretical foundation of the Doctrine of

Resistant Unity.
Keywords: Verse of Dignity (Al-Hujurat: 13), Islamic Unity, Strategic
Re-reading, Modern Jahiliyyah, Unified Ummah, Ayatollah Khamenei
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