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1. Introduction

From the dawn of history, the divine messengers were sent to guide
humanity toward tawhid (monotheism) and social justice. Yet, they
were constantly confronted by groups who obstructed the path of
guidance and diverted people from the truth. The Qur’an explicitly
refers to these groups, describing their role in distorting reality and
erecting barriers against the realization of gist (justice).

Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma Khamenei (may Allah protect him), drawing upon
Qur’anic teachings, has offered a precise analysis of this phenomenon.
He maintains that the establishment of a just and monotheistic society
is impossible without confronting the raghit (idolatrous/illegitimate
authority) and its allies. In his view, the structure of taghitr power rests
upon three principal groups: al-mala’—the political and social elites
who, through their media and political influence, consolidate
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domination; al-mutrafin—the affluent class whose pursuit of luxury and
hedonism drains society of spiritual and ethical values; and ahbar wa-
ruhban—the compromised religious authorities who, through distorting
sacred texts, lend legitimacy to oppressive rulers. Alongside them,
deceived masses, shortsighted elites, mercenary mobs, and dependent
media outlets form an extensive network of taghit’s facilitators,
consistently opposing the prophets and movements of justice.

Research Question

Through the study of exegetical and historical sources, as well as an
analysis of the Qur’anic thought of Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma Khamenei (may
Allah protect him), this research seeks to answer the following central
question: Who are the facilitators of faghit in Khamenei’s Qur’anic
thought, and how do they operate within the structure of power to
obstruct the path toward qisz (justice) and equity?

2. Literature Review

Studies on taghiit and the role of groups such as al-mala’, al-mutrafin, and
ahbar wa-ruhban have been carried out to some extent, and numerous
exegetical discussions have been presented under the relevant Qur’anic
verses. These works have generally examined the social, economic, and
religious roles of these groups in their opposition to the prophets and their
obstruction of the realization of qisz (justice). For example, a thesis entitled
“An Examination of the Relations between the Prophets and the Elites (al-
mala’) and the Affluent (al-mutrafin) Based on Qur’anic Verses and Prophetic
Narratives” by Parvaneh Cheraghi (Payam Noor University, Ahvaz, 2023
[1402 AH Solar]) investigates the confrontation between structures of power
and the prophets. Similarly, a study entitled “The Portrait of the Affluent (al-
mutrafin) in the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balaghah ” by Shahnaz Ya‘qubi (Faculty
of Usul al-Din, 2000 [1379 AH Solar]) analyzes the ethical and behavioral
characteristics of this class in Islamic texts. Another article, “4 Psychological
Analysis of the Affluent (al-mutrafin) and Corrupt Religious Scholars as Two
Reference Groups in the Qur’an” by Ali Makhdoomi and Mohammad
Kaviani (Islam and Psychological Studies, no. 12, 2019 [1398 AH Solar]),
addresses, from a psychological perspective, the function of these groups in
the deviation of society.

Exegetical commentaries on the Qur’an and historical research have likewise
provided analyses of these groups’ performance. However, the triangular
framework of al-mala’, al-mutrafin, and ahbar wa-ruhban as the principal
pillars facilitating taghiit was, for the first time, systematically introduced in
the book An Outline of Islamic Thought in the Qur’'an (Tarh-e Kolli-ye
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Andisheh-ye Eslami dar Qur’an) by Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma Khamenei (may
Allah protect him). This approach, which identifies the three groups as the
essential supports of taghitr domination and instruments of diverting society
from the path of tawfid, has not been independently examined within such a
conceptual framework in academic studies.

Building upon this theoretical framework, the present study seeks to analyze
the role of these three groups in the engineering of taghiti power and in
distorting the path of divine guidance from the perspective of the Qur’an and
the thought of the Supreme Leader. Moreover, by exploring the role of the
intermediary executors of taghit, it aims to present a more comprehensive
picture of the hegemonic network of domination

3. Methodology

This study employs an exegetical-analytical approach (taklil tafsiri) to
examine the mechanisms of taghati domination and the role of its facilitating
groups. Data were collected from three domains: first, Qur’anic verses related
to the concepts of taghiit, al-mala’, al-mutrafin, and ahbar wa-ruhban; second,
authoritative exegetical and historical sources in order to contextualize these
concepts within both Qur’anic and historical frameworks; and third, the works
and statements of Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma Khamenei (may Allah protect him),
especially his book An Outline of Islamic Thought in the Qur’an and his
Qur’anic commentaries.

The method of analysis is based on thematic exegesis (tafsir mawdi ‘1) in
conjunction with conceptual analysis of thought, meaning that the key
concepts were extracted, categorized, and re-read within the intellectual
framework of Khamenei’s Qur’anic thought. Through this process, the
position and function of the groups facilitating taghir within the structure of
domination are clarified

4. Results

The findings of this research indicate that in the Qur’an, as well as in the
analyses of Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma Khamenei (may Allah protect him), taghit
does not merely denote a despotic individual, but rather a complex and
multilayered system of domination that is consolidated through the
cooperation of specific social groups. Its three principal pillars are: al-mala’,
the political and aristocratic elites who obstruct the path of guidance; al-
mutrafin, the affluent and pleasure-seeking class who divert society from
divine ideals; and ahbar wa-ruhban, the dependent religious scholars who, by
distorting religion, provide legitimacy to oppressive rulers.

These pillars, by falsifying truth and manipulating public opinion, create the
conditions for the perpetuation of domination. In addition, deceived masses,
shortsighted elites, mercenary mobs, and dependent media outlets also play a
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significant role in reinforcing taghiti power. According to this contemporary
re-reading of Qur’anic principles, faghit consistently operates as a socio-
cultural and media-based network, and recognizing this system is a
prerequisite for the realization of a monotheistic and just society

5. Discussion

In the Qur’anic analysis of Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma Khamenei (may Allah protect
him), taghut is understood less as an individual entity and more as a networked
and organized structure. This analysis demonstrates that taghisi domination
does not rely solely on political power; rather, it is reproduced and perpetuated
through the mobilization and interconnection of economic, cultural, and
religious forces that serve the taghitr system, and through instruments such as
media and the distortion of truth. Compared to traditional interpretations, this
approach opens a new horizon for the social understanding of Qur’anic
concepts and underscores the necessity of formulating strategies of cultural
resistance in contemporary societies

6. Conclusion

Grounded in Qur’anic verses and the analyses of Ayatollah al- ‘Uzma
Khamenei (may Allah protect him), this study has presented a coherent
framework for understanding the structure of taghuri domination. Its principal
contribution lies in demonstrating that taghiit is not merely an individual ruler,
but an organized network of political, economic, cultural, and religious forces
in the service of tyranny, which through collaboration and alliance divert
society from the path of taw/hid and justice. Recognizing this mechanism is
crucial both for analyzing the history of societies and for confronting
contemporary systems of domination, and it highlights that resisting taghit
requires social awareness, cultural resilience, and collective effort to realize a
monotheistic and just community.

Keywords: Qur’anic Thought, Ayatollah Khamenei, Taghat, al-Mala’,
al-Mutrafin, Ahbar wa-Ruhban
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