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Abstract

Protecting human dignity and upholding the dignity of individuals are fundamental pillars of Is-
lamic law and the penal policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Although “moral damage” is non-
financial and cannot be quantified, its psychological, social, and reputational effects can in some
cases exceed material damages. Within the framework of the Armed Forces Crimes Punishment
Law approved in 2011, there are gaps in the identification, proof, and compensation of this type
of damage; especially in crimes related to honor, reputation, and social status. This study aims to
explain the jurisprudential documents and state the legal provisions on compensation for moral
damage in the Armed Forces Penal Code, in response to the lack of a clear jurisprudential basis in
this regard, and has examined the validity of general rules such as “no harm,” “guarantee of the
hand,” and “I am responsible for the loss” in proving liability for moral damage with an analytical
-descriptive approach and a critical review of jurisprudential sources. The findings show that the
aforementioned rules alone do not have sufficient argumentative power. At the same time, it
has been explained that the institution of ta’zir is not limited to corporal punishment, but also
has the legitimate capacity to compensate for moral damages and can play an effective role in

the penal policy of the armed forces.
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