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rom the Refutation of Genealogical Honors to the Con-
struction of the Doctrine of Unity: A Strategic Rereading
of the Verse of Dignity (Al-Hujurat: 13) in the Political
Discourse of Ayatollah Khamenei (A.S.)
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Abstract:

This article uses a descriptive-analytical approach to analyze the mechanism of the
transformation of the verse of dignity (Al-Hujurat: 13) from a classical ethical prin-
ciple to a dynamic political-security doctrine in Ayatollah Khamenei’s discourse.
This research argues that this discourse achieves this transformation by “recontex-
tualizing” the verse and identifying “global arrogance and its divisive strategies”
as “the contemporary glory of descent.” The findings show that in this process, the
traditional concept of “piety” is elevated to the foundation of “revolutionary dignity”
and the criterion of governing competence, and the classical function of the verse
in “refuting relative honors” is recreated as a “diagnostic” tool to expose “modern
ignorance” and construct a “doctrine of resilient unity.” The final achievement of this
research is the explanation of the process that transforms the verse of dignity into
an identity-building doctrine with a dual function: a defensive shield against separa-
tism and a driving force for establishing the identity of a "resilient, unified nation."
Keywords: Verse of Dignity (Al-Hujurat: 13), Islamic unity, strategic reinterpreta-
tion, modern ignorance, united nation, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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